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left Glasgow. The task has been made easy by
Mr. Cannan. In the first place, the chapters oil
Wages, Profit, and Rent in the First Book, and on
Taxation in the last, mark a wonderful development
and improvement of the imperfect and rudimentary
treatment accorded to these subjects in the Lectures.
Then again, chapter ix. of Book iv. on the French
economists and their agricultural system is entirely
new. The system of the tc&nomistes is described
in that chapter as one which, with all its imperfec-
tions, was perhaps the nearest approximation to the
truth that had yet been published on the subject of
political economy. We are told that its adherents,
a pretty considerable sect, had done good service to
their country by influencing in some measure the
public administration in favour of agriculture. They
all followed "implicitly and without any sensible varia-
tion the doctrine of Mr. Quesnai,*' whose Economical
Table they regarded with extraordinary veneration,
ranking it with writing and money as one of the three
great inventions made by mankind,

Quesnai's Table showed three sorts of expenses:
Productive expenses, Expenses of revenue, and Sterile
expenses, with "their source, their distribution, their
effects, their reproduction, their relation to each other,
to population, to agriculture, to manufactures, to
commerce, and to the general riches of the nation."
In the Wealth of Nations this idea is followed out and
improved; for the author, having shown in his First
Book how the average produce of labour is regulated
by the skilled dexterity and judgment with which it
is generally applied, shows in his Second that it is
further regulated "by the proportion between the